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Foreword

THE Painting of Fabrics is an art as old as civilization. Examples of hand
painted fabrics, made by the Egyptians and Persians, are among the art
treasures of modern museums. Great artists and craftsmen in all ages have ap-
plied their skill to the creation of luxurious and beautiful fabrics by means of the
paint brush. In former times, hand painted fabrics were reserved for the use of
Kings and Queens, and the elaborate costumes of fashionable court ladies who
vied with each other in the splendor of their “painted silks.”

Modern style trends have brought about a strong revival of interest in decora-
tive fabrics, both for costume and interior decoration, and hand painted materials
are sponsored by the leading Fashion Creators and Interior Decorators in Europe
and America.

Until very recently, the painting of silks, cottons, linens and woolen materials
was an exceedingly difficult undertaking. When the ordinary kinds of paints
were applied to fabrics, the color spread and the material stiffened. Colors were
not fast or certain. A knowledge of chemistry was necessary as well as infinite
pains, patience and skill to overcome the technical difficulties. This made the
price of hand painted fabrics prohibitive and limited their use and development.

The discovery and perfection of PAINTEX has removed all the technical
difficulties. It can be directly applied with a brush to all kinds of materials
without running or spreading. It is fast and leaves the painted surfaces as soft
and pliable as the unpainted surfaces.

The simplicity of Paintex application makes it possible for those who have
never before handled the paint brush to create beautiful and distinctive fabrics
and articles for personal use, gifts or sale.

This book has been prepared to fulfill the widespread demand for a simple
and practical textbook and inspirational guide on the use of Paintex—a NEW
ART which has already received the enthusiastic acceptance of many thousands
of women throughout the country. The contents cover all the important phases
of the subject from the creation of original designs, selection of harmonious col-
ors, various applications of Paintex decoration, to the discussion of “Paintexing”
as a timely and lucrative profession. Every design suggestion and color scheme
has been carefully worked out and thoroughly tested in the Paintex Laboratory,
which is at your service for further guidance and advice.
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