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PREFACE

THE present time being an age of ¢ Varied Occupations,”
or, to speak more correctly, a time for introducing suitable
occupations and usefulness into our schools, this book is
written in the hope that it may be of service to teachers
about to choose suitable occupations. The work described
has been systematically taught in my own school for the
past twenty years.

From the time that I received the first elements of Froé-
belian principles at the Home and Colonial Training College
until the present, it has been my aim to use the Froébel
gifts as the basis of all teaching, and when possible to apply
the same excellent methods to other work of every-day
usefulness. |

Froébel inculcated the broad and grand principles of
the education and development of a child’s faculties in the
treatment of his gifts, but he never intended that the
work should stop there ; he left it for future generations
to further develop and perfect his plans.

Kindergarten teaching as it often is taught is too
mechanical and narrow in its treatment, and allows little
scope for inventive minds.
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viil VARIED OCCUPATIONS IN WEAVING

Many of the articles illustrated in this book may not
be constructed on an orthodox plan, but the ways and
means employed have been adapted to meet the exigencies
of each case and simplify matters for little workers.

The illustrations are from actual work produced in the
school. The entire weaving was done by infants of five
to seven years of age, and the material was afterwards
manipulated into the useful articles by the teachers.

In schools for older children the entire work could be
accomplished by the children themselves.

System and method are two essentials for gaining good
results in varied occupations. The materials must be
properly prepared and the teacher be well acquainted with
her subject, so as to be capable of helping her pupils in
their difficulties and of advising how to overcome them.

Pupil-teachers, candidates, and apt pupils might well be
employed at the preparation at a stated time each week,
and the training would be excellent for them hereafter.

As finished pieces are obtained from the children they
should at once be applied to the making of something
useful, to encourage the little ones on to more careful and
skilful work. The pride and satisfaction of a little child’s
face at seeing its work so applied will amply repay any
teacher for her trouble, and will also repay her monetarily,
for these pretty articles are readily bought by the parents
in remembrance of their children’s cleverness.

I would advise all infant teachers to “make up” as
they go along. The work then becomes easy, and the
little things soon accumulate and can be proudly shown
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throughout the year. If left to the Examination the
teacher becomes worried with other trifles and looks upon
such work as a burden. I can only assure such an one
that plenty of this kind of work makes the school attractive,
and sharpens the children’s intelligence as much as any
other subject taught.

In this large school the classes are amalgamated for
subjects such as Scripture, Tonic Sol-Fa, repetition, etc., when
teachers in turn, with the help of a candidate, prepare their
work, and it is to be hoped that, in the future, extra can-
didates will be allowed in schools for this preparation.
The girls would be able to work in the class-room, listen
to the teaching going on, and at the same time be “pre-
paring” or “making up,” much to their own benefit, and
to the intense satisfaction of the children.
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MAT-PLAITING

STAGE .

MAT-PLAITING consists of interlacing strips of paper in
either the same or different colours. The introduction of
coloured strips renders the occupation more effective and
interesting, and greatly adds to the beauty of the work.
The occupation 1is interesting and instructive, and
teaches chiefly colour, number, and the combination of
numbers, and also the simple
multiplication and division of
the same in a pleasant way.
The hand and eye are both
trained in accuracy, form,
and design, and the occupa-
tion forms the basis for more
advanced work in weaving.
The instruction may be
graduated and divided into
three stages.
Stage I. may be taken by
the lowerinfants upon leaving Fia. 1.
the babies’ room. Children at this early stage have to
acquire new ideas and an enlarged vocabulary, therefore
during the teaching of this stageit is essential to describe

£ B
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