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VICTORINE.

Page 87 of 92
(c) Hope A Wright, 2008



Creative Commons 4.0 BY NC SA - Free distribution only - NOT FOR SALE

UT the most lovable creature in the whole collection

is a Miss Arnold. She is just a sweet, natural
young girl—a gentlewomen every inch of her—
in the simplest of white muslin frocks, with a
faintly tinted lilac sash and neck ribbon. Over
her shoulders is a lace fichu reaching in long
ends to her feet. You forget for an instant about
wooden joints and painted checks; and, peering
beneath her coal-scuttle bonnet, look eagerly for
the fair and serious face that belongs to this Puritan maiden.
What a bewitching thing this poke bonnet is, too, of rich yellow
straw, trimmed with an artist’s eye for colour, in severe lines of
purple ribbon tying under the demure chinl Was Miss Arnold's
name Priscilla or Dorothy, and were all the young dandies sighing
for this charming lady, and did she get love-letters and verses
about broken hearts and Cupid by the score ?
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MISS ARNOLD.
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OW absurd it seems that such an idea should
be evoked by & common twopenny Dutch doll,
and how some people will scoff; but 1 declare
that there is something not ecasily definable
about this young creature which would touch
the least sentimental of persons.  Is not a
litle sentiment also permissible at parting with
those who have beguiled a few gentle hours
for us?—and with Miss Arnold we come to
the end of the puppet show, which has been

called up into pictorial presence by the skilful hand of the painter,
and endowed with doll life, and grace, and beauty.

As for my part of the pleasant task, I fear that the best of
descriptions could not convey any idea of the rich coloured silks
and satins of the robes, or of the cunning needle-art which has
been expended upon their embeilishment, or of the delicate fancy
which has been employed with the happicst results. [ would that
every doll-lover, big and little, could get a glimpse of the charm-
ing playthings which made happy the childhood of her who is
endeared to her subjects as a good wife, a good mother, and a wise
and exemplary ruler.
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Gud save our gra-ciows Queen, Long fve no-ble Queen, God save e Queen.
A 1
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